
PREFACE

This historic resources study of the Presidio of San Francisco has been undertaken pursuant to the

National Park Service's Task Order 14, Contract 1443-CX-2000-93-04, Historic Resources Study – Phase

II, Presidio of San Francisco, Golden Gate National Recreation Area, dated August 30, 1993, and the

National Park Service's Revised Task Order Schedule, dated September 19, 1994; and a Letter of

Agreement between Architectural Resources Group (ARG), San Francisco, California, and Erwin N.

Thompson, Golden, Colorado, dated October 30, 1993.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This study has had the benefit of having been reviewed in manuscript form by a number of experts on the

subjects of the Presidio of San Francisco and the United States Army. Their contributions have been

immense and have enriched the narrative immeasurably. Paul Cloyd, NPS, the A&E manager for the

Presidio projects, reviewed the multitude of illustrations and the text, and gave sound advice on

improvements, as well as providing overall management of the project. Edwin C. Bearss, the National

Park Service's esteemed military historian, contributed greatly with his careful review of the manuscript.

Gordon Chappell, regional historian for the Western Regional Office, NPS, not only gave the manuscript

a most careful review, he also provided a large body of source material and illustrations that greatly

enhanced the story. Stephen A. Haller, park historian for Golden Gate National Recreation Area, also

provided a large amount of source material as well as offering sound advice and comment on all aspects

of the Presidio's history.

Kristin L. Baron, Presidio Project Office, NPS, carefully reviewed the manuscript and brought to

attention many aspects of military history that needed further elucidation for the general reader. Diane L.

Nicholson and John A. Martini, Golden Gate National Recreation Area's curators, provided great help –

Ms. Nicholson paid particular attention to the illustrations, and Mr. Martini has taught me a great deal

about the coastal defenses of San Francisco Bay over many years. Historian Pam Griggs, Denver Service

Center, read the manuscript and noted many instances that needed strengthening.

It has been my good fortune to have had the manuscript read by three persons outside the NPS who are

experts on the Presidio's history and who gave generously of their knowledge. Col. William F.

Strobridge, U.S. Army Ret., made available two critically important letters concerning the death of Col.

Emory Upton in 1881, as well as general advice. Dr. Robert J. Chandler, historian for the Wells Fargo

Bank and a specialist on California during the Civil War, greatly strengthened the chapter on the Civil

War, as well as the early chapters of the study, and provided primary source material. Col. Milton B.

Halsey, Jr., U.S. Army Ret. and former executive director of the Fort Point and Presidio Association, not

only reviewed the manuscript with great care but made available the rich resources of that association.

Other National Park Service persons who contributed to this history include Carey Feierabend, Presidio

Project Office; the late Craig Frazier, Denver Service Center; Susan Ewing Haley, Golden Gate NRA;

Dennis Copeland, Golden Gate NRA; Dwight "Dewey" Livingston, Point Reyes National Seashore; Tom

Mulhern, Western Regional Office; S. Taylor Horton, San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park;



Laura Soulliere Harrison, Hot Springs National Park, and Jerome A. Greene, Denver Service Center.

The late David L. Warner, then the chief of the Presidio's Master Plans Office; the former staff of the

Presidio Army Museum: Frank McGrane, Col. Herbert Garcia, and J. Edward Greene; Ed Olson, the U.S.

Coast Guard historian at Alameda, California; Col. Joseph Y. Kurata, San Francisco; Sally Woodbridge,

Berkeley; Dr. John P. Langellier, Gene Autry Western Heritage Museum, Los Angeles; Capt. M. Gene

Uratsu, San Rafael; William Kostura, San Francisco; the late Dr. John A. Hussey, Piedmont, California;

Dr. William J. Hourihan, U.S. Army Chaplain Center, Fort Monmouth, New Jersey; the Rev. John

Rawilson, St. James Episcopal Church, Oakland; and Harry Meyerson, Alexandria, Virginia, all came to

aid and assistance and their contributions are greatly appreciated.

Institutions that made their resources available include the Bancroft Library, University of California,

Berkeley; California Historical Society, San Francisco; California Room, California State Library,

Sacramento; California State Railroad Museum Library, Sacramento; Fort Point and Presidio Historical

Association, Presidio of San Francisco; The Society of California Pioneers, San Francisco; San Francisco

History Room and Special Collections Department, San Francisco Public Library; Hoover Institution on

War, Revolution, and Peace Archives, and Cecil H. Green Library, Stanford University; National

Japanese Historical Society, San Francisco; University of the Pacific Archives, Stockton; New Jersey

Historical Society, Newark; Norlin Library, University of Colorado, Boulder; Seaver Center for Western

History Research, Los Angeles County Museum of Natural History; Library of Congress, Washington,

D.C.; Pacific Sierra Region, National Archives, San Bruno, California, and the National Archives,

Washington, D.C.; U.S. Army Military History Institute, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania; and the

National Air and Space Museum, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.

Cathleen Malmstrom, Takishi Fukuda, and Steve Farneth, Architectural Resources Group, San Francisco,

provided administrative support and direction, along with welcomed encouragement throughout the

project. Finally, and first, a special thanks to Joan Huff, Lakewood, Colorado, who, through her magical

powers, converted a difficult scrawl into a handsome manuscript.

My deep thanks go to all who helped in the preparation of this history of the Presidio of San Francisco.

E.N.T.


